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ACCESS NEWS
Empowering student success with the latest news and
updates from York Technical College!

Let's Get Curious
by Troy Etta Knox

Friends, Carolinians, countrymen, lend me your ear and let’s get
curious! What is inquiry? Why does inquiry matter? Inquiry is the
difference between the purpose driven life and what Robert Frost
called “the road not taken.” Inquiry’s mysteries have been
bequeathed down through the ages in passages such as: “Seek and
you shall find; ask and it shall be given.” Inquiry is the fuel that
drives research. The proverbial sword that Shakespeare so
eloquently wrote about in this famous stanza, “Why then the
world’s mine oyster, Which I with sword will open,” was Inquiry!
Inquiry begins with a mundane or insatiable thought or desire for
knowledge. The curiosity that killed the cat, was Inquiry!
As an inquisitive person by nature, I cannot recall a single day that wasn’t driven by inquiry . I
remember my first day of school, my first music lessons, my first day at work, my first day in
algebra class, and I sat in each place with excitement and fear. There was a contradiction of
sorts that vacillated between my excitement to be learning something new and my fear of
failure. The common denominator for my success then and now is simply asking the right
questions to find the right answers. How can I find my purpose in life? How can I make a
difference in my community? What career is right for me? Will all of my classes transfer to
my four-year college? When will scholarships applications be available? How can I get
involved with school clubs and organizations? What the heck is MLA and APA formatting?
Inquiry has been my guiding light into bold and beautiful pathways in my life, liberty, and
pursuit of happiness. I know you’ve heard the cliché, “there’s never a dumb question.” Guess
what! It’s true and chances are the person next to you was wondering the same thing.
Here at York Tech College we have a launching pad to soar to our highest potential. We are
preparing ourselves to become some of the best and brightest minds of our time. So, raise
your hand, get involved, and let your voices be heard. We have too many questions left
unanswered. We need you; you make the difference. Inquire, the fate of our future depends
on it. What impact or influence will you have on your community, your country, and our
world? Inquiring minds want to know.
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National Campus Safety Awareness Month:
Self-Defense Workshop
Every September, colleges and universities across the
country participate in National Campus Safety Awareness
Month (NCSAM). According to the Clery Center, "The key to
effectively addressing campus safety is to bridge the gap
between theory—or requirements—and practice." This year,
York Tech provided students with opportunities to learn
about campus safety efforts on our campus and then to
implement strategies for personal safety.
At the Self-Defense Workshop on Thursday, September 12,
students discussed the importance of remaining alert and
aware of their surroundings when walking around campus
and to and from the parking lots. They also practiced selfdefense tactics taught to them by Laurie Noble of Noble
Training.
Read more about York Tech's NCSAM activities on page 3.

You can learn more about campus safety and NCSAM by visiting:
https://clerycenter.org/
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NCSAM cont'd: Campus Safety Presentation
In observance of National Campus Safety Awareness Month (NCSAM), York Tech’s Chief of Public
Safety, Bryan McDougald led this semester’s first Coffee & Conversation event with a discussion
about campus safety.
Chief McDougald answered questions about what to do in the event of a
natural disaster or active assailant situation. Every campus building has a map
that shows the safety areas and evacuation routes for that building in the
event of a natural disaster. Classrooms also have the “York Technical College
Emergency Quick Reference Guide” sheet posted near the door. This sheet
lists emergency contact information for the campus as well as an overview of
what to do in the event of various situations including fire, severe weather,
active threats, and suspicious persons or behavior.

James Robson talks to students
about Regroup.

Emergency Quick
Reference Guide

Dean of Student Engagement, James Robson, also spoke to
students about Regroup, the York Tech alert system which lets
students, faculty, and staff know about emergency situations
on campus. Weather alerts and related school closings are also
communicated through Regroup. Students should make sure
that their preferred personal contact information is in the
Regroup system so that they can get alerts via text, phone, or
person email. You can update your Regroup information at
https://yorktech.regroup.com/signup

In the event of an emergency situation, Chief McDougald stressed the importance of using your
“lizard brain” to react quickly and not trying to reason or rationalize a potentially dangerous
situation. When in doubt he says you should “trust your gut” and do what you can to get out of
harm’s way—run, hide, fight. York Tech’s Campus Safety and Campus Police are constantly
training and practicing so that they will be prepared in an emergency. You can find general campus
safety tips on the York Tech website at https://yorktech.edu/Safety-Tips/

An example of the of the evacuation route maps. Pictured
map is from Building C.

Chief Bryan McDougald discusses
campus safety with students at Coffee
& Conversation.
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Counseling & Support Service October Events
Stepping Stones to a Healthy Relationship
Thursday, October 10
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
A-110 (Workshop)

National Depression Screening Day
Thursday, October 10
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
A Building Lobby (Drop-In Event)
Information about depression and free screenings will be available.

Managing Digital Drama
Wednesday, October 23
11:00 am - 12:00 pm,
A-114 (Workshop)

Workforce Solutions Workshop
Walk Into Success: Resume and Interviewing
Wednesday, October 16
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
C-118

During this presentation you will . . .

Learn how to create a marketable resume to land that interview
Learn how to dress for success to impress your interviewers
Learn how to spice up your interviewing techniques to ace that interview

Job Readiness

Searching for employment? Let CareerLink be your pathway to success:
https://yorktech-csm.symplicity.com.
Sign up now to use York Tech’s job portal to:
Search and apply for local jobs and internships
Upload resumes and include in resume books for employer view
Learn about area hiring events and employability workshops
If you need to talk with York Tech’s Workforce Solutions Coordinator in person about
internships, your job search, resume creation, or interviewing techniques, please make an
appointment through Navigate.
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TRiO: PROMISE & STEM Scholars Workshops
UMOJA: Unity Without Uniformity
Wednesday, October 2
12:00 pm
D-26

When Enough is Enough
Monday, October 21
12:00 pm
D-26

Tuesday, October 22
2:00 pm
D-26

Essentials of being an Organized and Time Aware Student
Wednesday, October 23
12:00 pm
D-26

Thursday, October 24
2:00 pm
D-26

Study Smart: Effective Study Habits
Monday, October 28
12:00 pm
D-26

Tuesday, October 29
2:00 pm
D-26

New Academic Research Video
The Library would like to announce the release
of a new tool to enhance support of our
students as they complete their academic
research. The Library has created a brief video
outlining our resources along with
instructions on how to complete some of the
more common tasks associated with research.
These tasks include basic MLA formatting,
searching the databases, and several others.
The video can be accessed with this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPGk9CU_tCo
Additionally, the closed captions can be enabled by clicking the “CC” icon in the lower righthand group of icons within the video window.
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Ask the Librarian: Interview with Erinnae Cline
by Troy Etta Knox
“The only thing that you absolutely have to know, is the location of the library.”
Albert Einstein
Erinnae Cline is the Director of Library Services here at York Tech College. For the last seven years,
Ms. Cline’s infectious smile and eagerness to serve have been witnessed as she’s assisted students
with research papers or delivered one of her instructional classroom sessions. Ms. Cline began
volunteering in her local library when she was eight years old. Her first paying job was working in
the library at 14. Her proclivity for books and learning, along with her propensity for public service,
was nurtured and developed during those formative years. According to Ms. Cline, students who
come to the library for support are empowered with a wealth of information to build confidence
and foster a high level of academic success. When asked why she choose to be a librarian, her
response was, “Interest, a little parental guidance, and my passion for public service”. Ms. Cline and
her staff are accessible and supportive in recognizing that York Tech has a large transfer student
population with distinct needs.
Troy Etta Knox: What kinds of services do you offer to students?
Erinnae Cline: We offer instructional sessions that assist and
support with research and finding library resources. These
instructional sessions teach them how to use databases, why we
use the library database for research, and MLA and APA formatting.
We also provide guidance and assistance with research papers.
TEK: What kind of support services do you offer to the faculty and
staff?

L-R: Dodie Smith, Erinnae
Cline, and Phyllis Hefney.

EC: The library is pleased to offer a broad variety of services to faculty. These include:
Research assistance for initiatives, professional development, or course development
Customized research sessions in their classroom or a computer lab to assist their students with
research and paper formatting processes
Additional access to journal articles, books, and other resources not currently available in the
library through inter-library loan and document delivery
We appreciate the opportunity to support faculty as they seek to enhance services to students.
TEK: What is the best way to contact you to schedule an appointment?
EC: The best way to schedule an appointment is through Navigate
TEK: “When in doubt, go to the library.” - J.K. Rowling

Do you have a story, photograph, or other item you'd like to pitch for the
newsletter? Contact Jennifer Roberts (jroberts2@yorktech.edu) with your idea!
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Coming Up this Month!

Get Connected!

Connect with York Tech on Social Media

@yorktech
LIKE - COMMENT - SHARE - ENGAGE
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September in Pictures

