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ACCESS NEWS
Empowering student success with the latest news and
updates from York Technical College!

A Call to Leadership
by Troy Etta Knox
Are you wondering what is the National Society of Leadership and Success (NSLS) all about?
The NSLS is the nation's largest leadership honor society. Students are selected by their college for
membership based on either academic standing or leadership potential. NSLS provides a step-bystep program for members to build their leadership skills through participation at their campus or
online. Upon completion of the program, members receive their leadership certificate and take their
place among the top student leaders at their campus and across the country. Membership provides
access to benefits including scholarships and awards, exclusive on-campus events, employer
recruitment. Nikita Baxter, Michelle Lucas, and Elizabeth Pearsall are the advisors for the program
here at York Tech and were instrumental in facilitating the recent implementation of this
outstanding leadership development program for our students to have exposure and access to
global business leaders. I got a chance to speak to a couple of our students to gain insight on NSLS
from their perspectives as students.
Meet Colton Huggins
Troy Etta Knox: Hi Colton, what are you majoring in at York Tech?
Colton Huggins: My major is currently Business Administration
and I have been a full time student at York Tech for 3 semesters so
far. I did take a few classes on York Tech's campus while I was in
high school. I plan to finish one more semester this spring and
transfer to the University of South Carolina Beaufort.
TK: How did your participating in NSLS add value to you as a
student?
CH: Being a part of NSLS allowed me to get really engaged in
student interaction with individuals who I related with. I met some
really great students who pushed me to better my academics.
(Continued on page 2)

Colton Huggins
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A Call to Leadership cont'd
TK: Who was your most memorable Guest Speaker and why?
CH: I heard about the speaker Jim Kwik before I joined NSLS so it was really cool to see a familiar
face give great advice.
TK: What would you tell a York Tech student about NSLS that may be interested in joining?
CH: NSLS is a great way to connect with fellow students who all have similar goals. Joining this club
will enable yourself to push your current limitations to a new boundary. This club is excellent
training for professional personal growth.

Meet Nia Lindsay – York Tech Student Ambassador
TK: Hi Nia, What is your major and how many semesters have you been at YTC?
Nia Lindsay: After completing my prerequisites and recently graduating with my Associate's in
Science, I am currently in the ADN (Associate's Degree in Nursing) program here at York Tech. This
is my 7th semester.
TK: How did your participating in NSLS add value to you as a student?
NL: I have the wonderful opportunity to be a member of various organizations and have many
leadership roles on campus. Thus, I believe that it is both beneficial and necessary to participate in a
society that not only emphasizes leadership, but also prioritizes diversity, accountability, and selfreflection. NSLS has undoubtedly assisted in strengthening my public leadership skills, as well as my
personal goals and aspirations.
TK: Who was your most memorable Guest Speaker and why?
NL: Our first speaker, Jim Kwik, was my personal favorite.
Other than being in awe by his expert memory and brain
performance, I also enjoyed his wonderful words of wisdom
and encouragement regarding education, career, and personal
achievements.
TK: What would you tell a York Tech student about NSLS who
may be interested in joining?
NL: DO IT! It is ALWAYS a wonderful idea to invest in your
future, and joining NSLS is certainly a great way to start!

Nia Lindsay

If you have questions about the National Society of Leadership & Success,
please contact Nikita Baxter (nbaxter@yorktech.edu).
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Tribute to Black History: A Bow to Excellence
by Troy Etta Knox
Once upon a time, in a land far, far away, there lived kings and queens, who ruled dynasties,
empires, and kingdoms. They built pyramids, temples, and mounds to honor their creator. These
great people were known for their highly intelligent societies and introduced chemistry, math,
astronomy, architecture, and education. Their powerful influence on the world can be traced
around the globe across every continent.
Did you know that the first university in the world
was the Sankore University in Timbuktu, the capital
of Mali in West Africa? The university was a place of
scholarly pursuit and around the 12th century; it
boasted over 25,000 students. According to
National Geographic, the great teachings, from
astronomy and mathematics to medicine and law,
were collected and produced here in several
hundred thousand manuscripts. Many of them
remain, though in delicate condition, to form a
priceless written record of African history.

Sankore University

As time went on, the ambitions of man to conquer and control, led to the European invasions
and demise of many of these iconic cultural centers of the world. Many of these people traveled to
new worlds some by choice others by force. Many slaves arrived in America through the TransAtlantic Slave Trade. But, did you know that many blacks in this country were living here long before
Columbus and were free and well educated?
Did you know that the first "human computers" were African
American, female mathematicians who worked at NASA from 1943 to
1958, and their contributions to the world are written in the stars,
literally? Without these ladies, Americans would not have been able to
land on the moon.

Melba Roy

Science and medicine owe a major debt
to an African American woman by the
name of Henrietta Lacks. Did you know
that Ms. Henrietta Lacks (HeLa) cells are
responsible for almost every known cure
to discovered in modern medicine?

The HeLa cell line continues to be a source of invaluable medical data to
the present day.
(Continued on page 5)

Henrietta Lacks
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A Tribute to Black History cont'd
There is not enough time or space to discuss all that Black History has contributed to the world but
this is an attempt to share a few unknown facts and honor you for your sacrifices, your dedication
to excellence, and your gifts and resources that you gave to the world that has inspired many
generations.
From Queen Nefertiti to Harriet Tubman, from King Imohotep to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., from
the shores of Tripoli to sands of Savannah, from the Nile to the Potomac River, from Timbuktu to
the District of Columbia, I salute your greatness. I am the manifestation of your prayers and the
hopes and dreams of the slaves. I stand on the shoulders of these giants. I walk in excellence not
because I’m the exception, I am the expectation!

Harriet Tubman

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
"Mamba Out"

Kobe and Gianna Bryant

Do you have a story, photograph, or other item you'd like to pitch for the newsletter?
Contact Jennifer Roberts (jroberts2@yorktech.edu) with your idea!
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Academic and Career Advising Center

Job Readiness
Searching for employment? Let CareerLink be your pathway to success:
https://yorktech-csm.symplicity.com.
Sign up now to use York Tech’s job portal to:
Search and apply for local jobs and internships
Upload resumes and include in resume books for employer view
Learn about area hiring events and employability workshops
If you need to talk with York Tech’s Workforce Solutions
Coordinator in person about internships, your job search, resume
creation, or interviewing techniques, please make an appointment
through Navigate.

FEBRUARY 2020

PAGE 7

Counseling and Support Services (CASS)
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Student Clubs & Organizations

Get Connected!
Connect with York Tech on Social Media

@yorktech
LIKE - COMMENT - SHARE - ENGAGE

