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ACCESS NEWS
Empowering student success with the latest news and
updates from York Technical College!

Jingle all the Way
by Troy Etta Knox
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Oh, how I love this holiday season, with Kwanza,
Hanukkah, Christmas, and all sorts of great reasons. What a perfect way to end the year,
delivering gifts and holiday cheer. It’s a time of celebration, family, and reflection, as we
prepare to travel the fortuitous path ahead into the new year’s direction. I’m dreaming of a
white Christmas, but thanks to global warming, it may very well be only in my dreams.
In the warmth of our homes we gather around the hearth to hang our monogrammed
stockings, while the fire side is blazing bright. On the radio, sleigh bells ring all through the
night as we listen to the chestnuts roasting over an open fire. It’s beginning to look at lot like
Christmas, as we decorate the tree and the scent of fresh pine fills the room with glee. Don’t
you dare forget to hang out under the mistletoe as your special someone is passing by, This
Christmas…. Shopping malls will be filled with tiny tots with their eyes all a glow, patiently
waiting in line to meet Santa. On a silent night, not a creature is stirring but do you hear
what I hear? Carolers from afar are singing our favorite tunes of ole, strolling through the
city spreading joy to the world. Yes, there is something magical about this holiday season.
Something that unites us in ways that bring out the best of us, our giving. Whether it’s
donating your time, donations, or good will on earth, we are reminded to be charitable to
those of us who are in need.
Then, and without pause or delay, we’re on the eve of New
Year’s Day. All of this year’s good tidings and farewells come
to a close. We cherish our loved ones and the memories of
those we’ve lost along the way. The precipitous winds of
change are howling. The countdown begins as we sip our
eggnog, singing loud exultations of yuletide carols, for auld
lang syne. This holiday season is simply nostalgic! Although
it’s been said, many times, and in many ways, I wish you A
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year!
“Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle All The Way”

Troy Etta Knox
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MLK Day of Service with Winthrop University
Instead of taking the holiday off, participate in Winthrop University's MLK Day of Service
on Monday, January 20, 2020! The Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service is Winthrop's
biggest annual volunteer event that brings students together to do community service!
Monday, January 20, 2020
9:30 am - 1:30 pm
Winthrop University Campus
More information to follow!

Thank You from Phi Theta Kappa
by Jason Ream
Thank you, York Technical College for your generosity!
Phi Theta Kappa recently engaged the campus community in two separate endeavors: Stuff
the Truck for Foster Care and RiverSweep. The monetary donations from all of you will
assure that 20 children will have the hygiene products they need for a year. We cannot
begin to calculate how long the comfort will last from the items stuffed in the truck! We
collected numerous boxes of hygiene and wellness products. At the RiverSweep, boatloads
of students, advisors, and community members trudged along the banks of the Catawba
waterways cleaning trash and garbage from places they did not belong.
From Phi Theta Kappa, on behalf of Children’s Attention Home, Time out Youth, the
Catawba River Keepers, and The Great Falls Home Town Association, thank you York Tech.
Your kindness at the beginning of this giving season will reach untold limits and will pay it
forward time and again.
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Wintermester
December 16, 2019 - January 10, 2020
York Technical College will hold Wintermester – an online only, 4-week academic term
from December 16, 2019 through January 10, 2020. Select traditional semester-long credit
classes will be offered during this accelerated term and students will be able to complete the
entire term from the comfort of their own home.
Advantages include:
Get one step closer to graduation
Lighten your course load for the spring semester
Stay on track and make up a class from the fall
Complete an elective or required course
Transfer course credits to your home institution (visiting students)
Learn anytime, anywhere!

Find more information at: https://yorktech.edu/wintermester/

Workforce Solutions Internship Program
Looking for experience in your field of study? Our internship program is a combination of
classroom study and hands-on experience related to your field of study. Normally, you
work a part-time, flexible schedule while attending classes. Typically the experience
replaces elective credits, and you need to complete 80 hours of directly-related work for
each credit hour. Eligibility criteria includes a 2.5 GPA and 12 completed curriculum credits
from YTC. If you meet the academic requirements, set up an appointment though Navigate
to talk with a Workforce Solutions representative.

Job Readiness
Searching for employment? Let CareerLink be your pathway to success:
https://yorktech-csm.symplicity.com.
Sign up now to use York Tech’s job portal to:
Search and apply for local jobs and internships
Upload resumes and include in resume books for employer view
Learn about area hiring events and employability workshops
If you need to talk with York Tech’s Workforce Solutions
Coordinator in person about internships, your job search, resume
creation, or interviewing techniques, please make an appointment
through Navigate.
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Everyone's an Artist:
Interview with Elizabeth Melton
by Troy Etta Knox
Elizabeth Melton is an adjunct Professor of Art History at York Tech. She holds a Masters
of Fine Arts degree from Winthrop University and has a love and passion for the Arts.
Troy Etta Knox: How long have you been in the field of art?
Elizabeth Melton: I have been working as an artist in the community practically since I can
remember. Early on, that included everything from pen and ink and graphite portraits, to
landscapes and house portraits. Later, design, illustration, calligraphy, sign painting – you name it.
More recently, my work includes sculpture, installation, fiber art, drawing,
painting, and handweaving and dyeing. If there is a common theme in all of this, I would say that
theme revolves around sharing with others what I have learned through teaching.
TEK: What was your inspiration for becoming an Art History Professor?
EM: I am an artist/educator and I am drawn in a very powerful way to the context of art. As an
educator, there is no better way to express the context of art than to teach art history at any level.
As an artist, the history of a place in the context of my materials is often where the work begins.
There is also a thoroughly exciting research component to my art-making
process that lends itself well to the research involved when teaching art or art history.
TEK: Why should students take an Art History class?
EM: An understanding and acceptance of (most) forms of art
can be a benefit of training and experience in the arts. My
philosophy in life as in the classroom is: “What I have learned,
I share with others.” In my view, self and societal expression
through art is and always has been part of shared human
experience. Learning to analyze that visual experience on an
individual basis has value in our attempts to understand
ourselves in relation to the world.
TEK: It is my belief that everyone is an artist. Do you agree?
EM: I believe all of us possess an inherent ability to create. As
to whether that makes everyone an artist is a question I
cannot fully answer. I think what makes an artist an artist is
intent and that intent can manifest itself in many different
ways. I respect that approach and encourage it in everyone so
in that sense, yes, everyone has the potential to be an artist.

Elizabeth Melton

Do you have a story, photograph, or other item you'd like to pitch for the newsletter?
Contact Jennifer Roberts (jroberts2@yorktech.edu) with your idea!
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Emerging Leaders Conference
On Friday, October 25, York Tech took six students from the ambassador program and student
clubs and organizations to the Emerging Leaders conference held at Midlands Technical College and
sponsored by the South Carolina Technical College System Student Life Peer Group.
Student attendees had the opportunity to select between a variety of education sessions on topics
of leadership, networking, professional development, diversity and inclusion, and team building.

L to R: La'Zira Baxter, Jason Ream, Katherine Hannah,
Tiffany Illenz, Brianna Price, Illyanah Abduljalil
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NBA Duo Era
By Josh Streeter
The NBA off-season had big star names,
changing teams and forming duos. Young
superstars starting to get better and
rookies trying to make a name for
themselves in the league. The Golden State
Warriors' dominance for the past 5 years
ended after star forward Kevin Durant left
to sign with the Brooklyn Nets and formed
a duo with star guard Kyrie Irving, who left
the Boston Celtics this off-season. The
biggest move was by star forward Kawhi
Leonard who led the Toronto Raptors to
their first championship over the Golden
State Warriors and then left to sign with
the Los Angles Clippers. The Clippers also
traded for star forward Paul George to
form a duo with Kawhi Leonard. Another
team in LA also made a big move this offseason. The Los Angles Lakers traded for
star forward Anthony Davis by trading their
young core and formed a dynamic duo
between Anthony Davis and Lebron James.
Another big star to change teams was AllStar guard Kemba Walker who was with the
Charlotte Hornets and did a sign-and-trade
with the Boston Celtics for guard Terry
Rozier. The Houston Rockets traded star
guard Chris Paul for star guard Russell

Westbrook to reunite him with their
franchise player James Harden to make a
run for a championship.
Heading into the 2019-2020 season, the
NBA is wide open for the first time in a
while. Every team is trying to take the next
the step and make a run at a championship.
The Los Angles Lakers and Los Angles
Clippers are the biggest favorites to win the
NBA championship this season. They both
have great teams and depth on their roster.
The Western Conference got tougher over
the off-season and every game is going to
matter when trying to make the playoffs.
The biggest highlight of the 2019 rookie
class is star forward out of Duke University
Zion Williamson. Zion has been the most
hyped player since Lebron James came into
the league. Unfortunately, Zion will be out
for 6-8 weeks with a severe knee injury, and
his NBA debut will have to wait for now. The
2019 rookie class could end up as one of the
best rookie classes. This NBA season could
be one the best seasons in years with the
Super Team Era now over and the
beginning of the Duo Era!
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Welcome to Library Club Writing Group
This fall, the Library Club hosted a series of write-ins to give students an opportunity to work on
creative writing projects (novels, short stories, poems, etc.). During the write-ins, students
discussed world building, characters, story structure, and more. "What Do You Wish?" is a story
written by Sophia Sartain during a 20-minute writing sprint using the following fantasy story
prompt:
Write a story about an ancient society where your character hears a voice within their own mind.
Shunned by their village, they spend their life as a near-slave, waiting on others, doing the hardest
work, and granted little freedom. Well, they do, anyway, until they uncover who the voice belongs to.

What Do You Wish?
by Sophia Sartain
She woke. It was dark, save for the moon filtering in the open window. Her hay bed shifted as she
tried to find the source, getting up and climbing down the latter to the dirt floor. She didn’t know
what to do, it kept telling her strange things. Incoherent, crazy notions and impossible ideas.
“Who are you?!” She shouted into the black. “Come out, right now! I demand it!” Her cotton night
dress swayed, the night breeze picking up the hem.
I cannot Reyline, I am not here.
“T-then where are you?! That’s nonsense!”
Not everything makes sense.
She quieted herself, calmed herself.
“What do you wish of me?” The voice did not answer. “Well? What do you wish of me that you
would come from nowhere?”
It was silent, her head seeming to clear a little at the quiet. She looked around, seeing nothing but
the shadow of trees outside her home casting shadows of themselves inside. Maybe it was a ghost,
maybe it was a dream. Whatever had happened, she wished it to happen again. Reyline’s curiosity
was not so easily quelled, and it often put her into trouble.
***
The voice came again, after weeks of silence, and it pestered her every night after. She continued
to ask her question, it continued to go silent. Then it came in the day. The auditory hallucinations
haunting her. People began to stare, people began to talk, people claimed her intelligence dulled.
“I’m pure, I swear it!” She protested, as her aunt stood behind the doctor's decision. She was
delusional, and may never recover. It was a fate that hindered her from anything useful, save for a
servant's life. “Auntie tell him! Tell him I’m fine! They were only bad dreams, I must be experiencing
stress-something!”
Her aunt only looked away. As was the custom, when one was ill, there was nothing to be done.
They were either to be disposed of or limited. Reyline was fortunate enough to have a decent
reputation, earning pity during this “hard time.”
“I’m sorry my dear, but in your condition you are not fit to work anywhere but the servants staff.
You shall attend to Lady Boggis, she has been in need of an attendant for some time.” The doctor
announced, and Reyline felt her heart go numb.
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What Do You Wish? by Sophia Sartain cont'd
Not long after was she stripped of her life and sent to the underbelly of the Boggis estate. The
voice never stopped. It didn’t converse with her now, only sent her vague tidbits of information. It
did not answer her questions, or adhere to her pleas for eternal silence. The voice was her curse,
and eventually she accepted this as her life, closing herself away in the pit of her mind. A vague
interpretation of her person left to adopt the role of a servant and live out the rest of her days as
village trash.
But there was one night, sleeping in the servants quarters, that a knock woke her. She stood and
opened the door, a man in a tall cloak towering. Her old self began to wake up.
“What do you wish of me?” She asked a final time. He spoke, and she recognized the sound.
“To take over the world, and rule with me.”
She could have cried, she could have kissed him, she could have died. Because as the cloak was
lifted from his features, she saw her lost love. The prince of a fallen nation, betrayed by his people.
Reyline smiled, now awake for the first time since her sentence. She answered.
“Now, was that so hard to answer?”
END

Library Club: Book Club
The Library Club reads one book each month. Join us
in December to discuss Hiddensee by Gregory
Maguire, author of Wicked.
Friday, December 13
12:30 pm
C-128 A
For more information about the Library Club,
contact Jennifer Roberts (jroberts2@yorktech.edu).
Watch D2L for announcements about upcoming
activities!
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