AUGUST 2019

Welcome from the President
August 1, 2019
Dear Students,
I’d like to welcome you to York Technical College. For those who are returning, welcome
back! We are excited to begin the 2019-20 academic year. When you enroll at York Tech,
you do more than just sign up for classes; you also gain access to all of the resources
necessary for success and all of the experiences that will enhance your time here. I
encourage you to actively engage our faculty and staff here at the College and to take a
proactive approach to your own success. Your future lies in your hands, and we are fully
committed to helping you achieve your goals.
Here at York Technical College, your instructors, the staff and your fellow students will
partner with you as you work toward your goals. The excitement and challenge of academic
life are supported by experienced, highly credentialed faculty, superior academic advising,
and a family of faculty, staff, and administration whose mission is to enhance your
educational experience. As you engage in class, during extracurricular events, and on
campus, your confidence will continue to grow as you are transformed into a successful
college graduate.
If you are returning, you may notice continuous campus improvements as the College has
made strategic investments to repair aging facilities, create new environments for learning,
improve functionality, and create a positive student experience. One major project that we
hope to have complete this fall is that of our College’s Library and Learning Commons. Once
completed, this will offer a space for you to study, eat, and socialize with your fellow
classmates. We hope that you utilize this space in its full capacity and that it aids you in
your success here at the College. We encourage you to take advantage of all spaces on our
campus and all that we have to offer. All of the changes you see are in an effort to create the
best possible place for you to learn and grow.
My colleagues and I stand by to support and challenge you as you take full advantage of the
extraordinary instruction, dedicated support, and incredible opportunities. Best wishes for
an amazing semester!
Sincerely,
Greg F. Rutherford, Ph.D.
President
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ACCESS NEWS
Empowering student success with the latest news and
updates from York Technical College!

Welcome Week
To get the 2019-2020 academic year started, the Office of Student Leadership and Events
has a series of Welcome Week activities planned for students – so many activities that they
actually span the first few weeks of class!
Week 1 of Welcome Week starts off on Wednesday, August 21 and Thursday, August 22, with
Grab & Go Stations in the A, B, C, D, and ST building lobbies where student ambassadors will
be on hand to pass out snacks and information and offer directions to students as they arrive
for their classes. On Friday, August 23, students are invited to the DIY Calendar Creations
time management activity where they can make their own laminated dry erase calendars to
help them keep track of their classes, work, and other activities.
Week 2 of Welcome Week starts with the Multicultural Monday Kick-off, a time for
students to meet and greet in a fun activity embracing the many diversities of YTC, on
Monday, August 26. On Tuesday, August 27, we’ll be hosting a Drop-in Service Project where
students can write letters of encouragement to elementary, middle, and high school age
students. These letters will be donated to various organizations (Children's Attention Home,
Guardian Ad Litem, etc.) in the local communities of York, Chester, and Lancaster Counties.
The Veteran’s Service Area will have a Military Student Drop-in on Wednesday, August 28,
to help familiarize students with their services. Thursday, August 29, is the annual Student
Clubs and Organizations Cookout where students can learn about the student clubs and
organizations at York Tech, including two new organizations starting up this fall: National
Society of Leadership and Success (NSLS) and National Technical Honor Society (NTHS).
The final Welcome Week activity will be a special event for our first time, first generation
students. The First in your Family Breakfast is a chance for us to reach out to this special
group of students, celebrate their achievement, and introduce them to key people and
departments on campus who can help them maximize their success. The First in your Family
Breakfast will take place on Wednesday, September 4.
For questions or ways to get involved, please contact nbaxter@yorktech.edu.
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Welcome Week, Cont'd

For more information about Student Leadership & Events activities, stop by
K-104, call (803) 981-7052, or email Nikita Baxter, nbaxter@yorktech.edu.
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Meet Your 2019-2020 Student Ambassadors
Each year, student ambassadors help with a variety of
events around campus. You have probably seen them
at NSO or an Instant Registration event. They're
always willing to help out by answering questions or
giving directions. Look for them at activities
throughout the year beginning with the Grab & Go
Stations on Wednesday, August 21 and Thursday,
August 22.
Nia Lindsay

Nia is working toward
her Associate's degree
in Nursing.

Brianna Price

Brianna is currently
completing her Applied
Health Certificate and
then hopes to move
into the Rad Tech
program.

We asked them to share some advice or words of
wisdom for new and returning students.
Nia wanted to share with students that "college
will test your willpower, determination, and diligence.
Remember to prioritize and stay AHEAD of the game!
Make your academic experience more enjoyable by
getting involved in the plethora of student activities
and events that York Tech has to offer. Lastly, NEVER
underestimate how far you've come. Progress is just
that...progress!"
Ashley's advice to students is to "believe in yourself.
Even when it seems difficult, stay dedicated, keep
studying, keep trying, and you will be successful."
Brianna's suggests that students "try to plan out your
week, that way you'll know what needs to be done and
when."
La'zira would advise students to "use campus
resources. Take full advantage of your professor’s
offices hour, tutors, brain-fuse, the library, and study
buddy. YTC offers plenty of help to help you succeed.
Don’t be afraid to use it.

Bahiyyah Aliyah
Abduljalil

Illyanah is working on her
Associate of Arts degree
before transferring to
work on her BA.

Illyanah's advice to students is, "You'll never be able to
reach your full potential if you let prorcastination run
your life. No amount of true productivity or success
can be achieved through laziness yet alone
procrastination.
Katherine suggests that students "get involved with
organizations and stay organized!"

Ashley Stewart

Ashley hopes to
transfer into a program
for general sonography
and owork in an
OBGYN office.

La'zira Baxter
La'zira is working on
her Associate of Science
degree. She hopes to be
an RN and then a Nurse
Practioner.

Katherine Hanna
Katherine is studying
Business Administration
and Entrepreneurship.
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Veteran Students Drop-in Event
To kick off the semester, the Veteran's Service Area will have a drop in on Wednesday,
August 28th from 11-3 in Building J, Room 301. Military students (active duty, reserve, and
veterans) should swing by to connect with the office and network with other veterans.
The Veteran’s Services Area is located in Student Services (J) 300. Support services students
can get connected with include: Counseling, Career Services, Student Accommodations,
Tutoring, PROMISE Program, and more. Student Veterans also have access to computers,
printing, and a lounge area for use to study, connect with other students, or relax between
classes.

For questions on connecting with support services:
Ashley Ravenell
Veteran Services Counselor
Student Services Building ( J )
Phone: (803) 325-2898
aravenell@yorktech.edu

For questions on Financial Assistance:
Marsha Prince
VA Educational Benefits Coordinator
Student Services Bldg ( J )
Phone: (803) 981-7030
mprince@yorktech.edu

Job Readiness
Searching for employment? Let CareerLink be your pathway to success: https://yorktechcsm.symplicity.com. Sign up now to use York Tech’s job portal to:
Search and apply for local jobs and internships
Upload resumes and include in resume books for
employer view
Learn about area hiring events and employability
workshops
If you need to talk with York Tech’s Workforce Solutions
Coordinator in person about internships, your job search,
resume creation, or interviewing techniques, please make
an appointment through Navigate.
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Counseling and Support Services Introduces
Three New Groups
Keep Calm and Stress Less - Stress Management Group
Are you feeling stressed and it’s affecting your grades, work and personal life?
Do you want learn more about what causes your stress?
Do you want to feel more in control of your stress?
This group will meet weekly for six weeks during fall semester (beginning the week of October 21),
dates and times TBD. We will explore the causes of stress and learn practical ways to feel calmer
and more in control.
If you are interested, please email Christie Williams from Counseling and Support Services at
cwilliams3@yorktech.edu (by October 14) for more information.

Grief Support Group
Have you recently lost someone or something important to you? A person? A pet? A
relationship?
Are you struggling to share your grief with others in your life because they are grieving
the same loss?
Do you want to talk with others who are experiencing similar pain and learn how they
are dealing with their loss?
This group will meet weekly for six weeks during fall semester (beginning the week of September 9),
dates and times TBD. We will provide a compassionate and supportive environment for you to
express your grief and begin to heal.
If you are interested, please email Christie Williams from Counseling and Support Services at
cwilliams3@yorktech.edu (by September 2) for more information.

Making HERstory - Women's Empowerment Group
Are you interested in connecting with other women and sharing your experiences?
Do you want to be more assertive and confident in your personal and professional life?
Are you struggling with stress, relationship troubles, communication issues or other
problems?
This group is for women only and will meet weekly for ten weeks during fall semester (beginning the
week of September 16), dates and times TBD. We will explore the obstacles we face as we pursue our
dreams and goals and gain motivation and insight through sharing.
If you are interested, please email Chris Crosby from Counseling and Support Services at
ccrosby2@yorktech.edu (by September 9) for more information.
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New Student Organizations for Fall 2019
The Office of Student Leadership and Events is pleased to introduce two new student
organizations for the 2019-2020 academic year. Both organizations will begin accepting
members in the fall.
The National Society of Leadership and Success (NSLS) is a community of
leaders dedicated to creating lasting positive change. The purpose of the
organization is to create a support group that will help college students
achieve their goals and better their lives, in the process building leaders
who make a better world. Each term, York Tech’s chapter will host an
orientation, leadership training day, and three live broadcast video
conferences with some of the nation’s most renowned presenters. Past participants have
included Richard Branson, Stephen Bardo, Arianna Huffington, Rudy Giuliani, Dan Harris,
Blake Mycoskie, Hill Harper, Debbi Fields, among others.
To be eligible for NSLS, students must achieve a 2.7 GPA. Invitations for membership will be
sent to eligible students at the beginning of each semester.
The National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) strives to honor student
achievement and leadership in career and technical education, promote
educational excellence, award scholarships, and enhance career
opportunities for the NTHS membership. NTHS helps members discover
opportunities with leading business and industry, apply for scholarships,
serve in leadership roles, and connect to global career and technical
education networks.
To be eligible for NTHS, students must achieve a 3.0 GPA and be enrolled in a career and
technical education program. Invitations for membership will be sent to eligible students at
the beginning of each semester.

Get Connected!
Connect with York Tech on Social Media

@yorktech
LIKE - COMMENT - SHARE - ENGAGE
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2019-2020 Student Clubs & Organizations
APERION SOCIETY (SCIENCE CLUB): Aperion Society is open to all students who enjoy different aspects of science,
regardless of the student's major field of concentration. Advisor: Mandy Jordan
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP: An interdenominational fellowship open to all students, faculty, and staff. Advisor: Renata
Sims
FITNESS CLUB: The Fitness Club brings together students, faculty, and staff interested in activities that lead to improved
physical fitness for the improvement of overall health – physical, mental, and emotional. Advisors: Daniel Payseur and
Jermine Tyus
JACOBIN SOCIETY: This is a political science and civic engagement club open to all students. Its purpose is to educate,
enlighten, and raise political awareness among students and the surrounding community by encouraging voting and
participation in club-sponsored community service activities. Advisors: Michelle Lucas and Marian Weeks
LIBRARY CLUB: This organization strives to aid participants in the research and comprehension of literary works, to
encourage library understanding in the college community, and to build leadership and interpersonal skills. Advisor:
Robert Wilson
MULTICULTURAL CLUB: This is an organization to promote good-will and understanding, to develop character, and to
cultivate friendship among students of the college. Advisor: Sonya Burns
NATIONAL SOCIETY OF LEADERSHIP AND SUCCESS (NSLS): NSLS is the nation’s largest leadership honor society and
collegiate leadership development program. Students must have a minimum overall GPA of 2.7 to be invited for
membership. Advisor: Nikita Baxter
NATIONAL TECHNICAL HONOR SOCIETY (NTHS): NTHS honors the achievements of top CTE students, provides
scholarships to encourage the pursuit of higher education, and cultivates excellence in today’s highly competitive, skilled
workforce. Students must attain an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher and be enrolled in a career/technical education
curriculum or major to be invited for membership. Advisor: Amy Newton
PHI BETA LAMBDA (FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA): PBL is a postsecondary professional business
organization open to any student who has an interest in business, regardless of the student's major field of concentration.
PBL is affiliated on a state and national level, allowing students to meet and compete with other students from across the
state and nation. Advisors: Kevin Parker and Ivan Lowe
PHI THETA KAPPA (INTERNATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY): PTK is an international honor society for junior colleges. Its
purpose is to recognize academic excellence, and to encourage leadership and service among students. To be eligible for
active membership, a student must be enrolled in an associate degree program and must have completed 12 semester
hours toward the degree with a cumulative grade-point ratio of not less than 3.5. Advisor: Krista Rinehart
STUDENT PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION: Its purpose is to promote awareness of the paralegal specialization program and
the paralegal profession, and to provide service to the organization's members, the college, and the community.
Advisor: Mark Morrell
SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY CLUB (SCRUB CLUB): Membership is open to regularly enrolled students at York Technical
College in the Associate Degree program general technology/surgical technology, the surgical technology diploma
program, or the central service certificate program. Advisor: Sandra Farley
WELDING CHAPTER: This club is open to all current students to participate in, and become more familiar with, the
technology of welding, the American Welding Society (AWS) and other industrial trades. Advisor: Reed Livengood

