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ACCESS NEWS
Empowering student success with the latest news and
updates from York Technical College!

College in the Age of Coronavirus
by Troy Etta Knox
Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful Spring Break. Wow, what a difference a week makes!
The world has undergone some major changes since the last time we were together. COVID-19, AKA
the Coronavirus, is reported to be the worst infectious disease outbreak in U.S. History. It has surely
wreaked havoc on the landscape of our country as it swept around the globe, shutting down schools
and businesses, disrupting travel, and claiming the lives of thousands. In mind-blowing fashion, all of
our schools, colleges, and universities have transitioned to remote online instruction.
For many of us, this new normal presents a unique set of challenges and fears. I see it as an
opportunity to pause, reflect, and grow stronger as individuals and as a community. President
Rutherford and our dedicated team of leaders at York Tech have worked feverishly over the last few
weeks to ensure that we have a smooth transition to remote learning. The Academic Support faculty
and staff have provided an array of virtual tools that can be used to support you during these
unprecedented times. These resources are available to everyone and can be found on your York
Tech D2L home page.
I pray that you and your families remain healthy and safe during these uncertain times. Please know
that social distancing does not mean social isolation. There are many ways to connect and engage
with others, so please take advantage of them. Although we will not be meeting face-to-face, we are
not alone. Let’s help one another stay safe by following the Centers for Disease Control guidelines of
washing our hands, staying at home if possible, and self-quarantining if you are feeling ill. These are
a few effective ways to combat the spread of this novel
virus and save lives. I am confident that together we will
persevere. A nation united in its resolve, we will rise up
and live out the true meaning of our creed. America, the
land of the free and the home of the brave. We are
resilient, we are compassionate, we are the United
States of America.
God Bless America and our neighbors around the globe!
Continued on page 6

Troy Ett's home office complete
with the street sign she made during
a fall event.
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York Technical College
COVID-19 Update: March 30,2020
Information about the College's response as well as links to frequently
asked questions and the COVID-19 Question and Concern Form can be
found at: https://yorktech.edu/Coronavirus-Information/
MARCH 30, 2020
For the past few weeks now, each day has brought new developments and unanticipated
mandates. The 2019 Novel Coronavirus has completely upended our lives in ways we never
could have imagined. Thank you for being REAL, BOLD, and BETTER in this unprecedented
situation!
As part of that effort to minimize community spread and in adherence with the Governor’s
Executive Order, the College’s campus locations will remain closed through April 30.
Nonetheless, our mission remains unchanged – we are committed to student success.
Spring online classes are well underway. We understand that for many of our students the
online format is new and may be challenging. Faculty and staff remain committed to helping
students during this transition. Students are encouraged to reach out to their instructors,
academic coaches and tutors, or advisor for any assistance they may need.
Plans are already underway for summer and fall classes. Registration for summer and fall
opens Wednesday, April 1. We anticipate still offering all of the planned terms for summer,
including the new four-week Maymester term. Given our current circumstance, we are
mindful that our summer courses may also be offered in an online-only format.
Our Spring Commencement Ceremony, scheduled for May 12, 2020 will be postponed to a
later date. We are working to identify ways to still honor and celebrate our 2020 graduates
in a manner that is feasible and respectful.
Please continue to practice social distancing. Our local healthcare professionals have
charged us to do so; this is the only way we can help minimize the number of people
infected with this horrible virus. COVID-19 has the potential to be more devastating than
anything we’ve ever seen before. So, please, do your part! Stay home, practice good hygiene,
avoid contact with people outside of your home as much as possible, and seek medical
attention if you are sick.
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Virtual Career Fair
If you are searching for employment, whether full-time or part-time, log
on to our CareerLink job portal anytime between April 1-30
at https://yorktech-csm.symplicity.com. During this time you will be
able to view a list of employers who have opted in to have their website
and application information shared with you. Email us with questions
at workforcesolutions@yorktech.edu.

Positioning Yourself for the Job You Want
Virtual Workshop
April 9, 2020, at 1:30 pm through Zoom
Join our Workforce Solutions team to learn how to create a marketable
resume that will be effective in getting a job interview. Learn about the
various methods to use during a job search, including networking, and
which methods are the most effective. Sign up now to participate:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4da8ab2ea1fd0-positioning

Services Through Navigate Scheduling
Did you know that you can engage with Workforce Solutions for:
Resume assistance
Interviewing tips and techniques
Job search skills
Apprenticeships and internships
Use Navigate to set an appointment to speak with a Workforce Solutions
representative about any of your employment needs. Email us with
questions at workforcesolutions@yorktech.edu.
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Counseling and Support Services (CASS)
FREE STUFF!!!
Counseling & Support Services wants you to take advantage of the following FREE
and CONFIDENTIAL services 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 day a year:
The Student Assistance Program (SAP) offers counseling support to any York
Tech student. All you have to do is call 1-800-633-3353 and tell them you’re a York
Tech student. You’ll be connected to a counselor in the community, and we’ll cover
the cost. It’s that simple!
Great Online Resources are available as a benefit to York Tech students. Access
these online seminars & eLearning courses, streaming videos & audio files, and
searchable databases of resources: childcare, adoption, eldercare, financial
planners, etc.
Visit www.MYgroup.com, click on My Portal Login > Work-Life >
Username: ytcsap Password: guest
Download the MYGroup app now from the app
store on your device to have counseling and
online resources at your fingertips!

Check out this FREE online workshop: Managing Stress, Time, Online
Classes and Life in the Time of COVID-19. Click here!

You Might Be Eligible for Additional Funding!
Students in Technical Academic Programs may be eligible to receive Perkins Grant
funding to assist with textbooks & supplies, transportation costs, and childcare
expenses.
Those interested in exploring this option should contact Dr. Kerri McGuire, Assistant
Dean for Student Engagement, by emailing kmcguire@yorktech.edu to receive an
application and further instructions to be considered for Perkins Grant. Awards will be
made to eligible students until all funds are awarded.
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Where to Find Free Wi-Fi
Rock Hill
City of Rock Hill guide to free wi-fi hotspot locations can be found at:
https://www.cityofrockhill.com/home/showdocument?id=2632
Chester
WiFi Connection! Do You Need WiFi? Is the struggle real? Here are some
tips from our IT department! Go to these locations to connect to
district WiFi:
CHS – Close to the building (in parking lot) at front of the building and
anywhere in the teacher parking lot on HWY 9 side.
CMS / CPC – The teacher lots up close to building.
LMS – Parking lot to left of the front of the building.
LHS – Student Parking lot up close to building.
GFH – Student Parking lot close to building.
GFE – Teacher Parking up close to gym / walkway or bus loop close to
building.
Fort Mill
Map of free wifi in Fort Mill:
https://www.wifimap.io/6327-fort-mill-free-wifi/map
Clover
The school district is expanding WiFi to outside school buildings, including
in parking lots, for families to upload assignments when needed. All
campuses will have WiFi in parking lots starting Wednesday, except for
Clover High School.
From Rock Hill Herald article dated March 15, 2020:
https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/education/article241218236.html
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College in the Age of Coronavirus, Cont'd
We asked our student leaders to share a bit about how the transition to online
learning/ teaching/working has been going for them.
"Online schooling gives me the freedom to take breaks when I need to. I can still get the
help I need from any teacher and I can choose my start and end time of school with the plan
I have for the day!" (Kayla Orloff, Fitness Club President)

Kayla Orloff, Fitness Club President, gets some help from her four-legged "co-workers" though
Lady Love seems to be lying down on the job - literally.

"Being an Early Childhood major during this time can be stressful.
Not knowing if the hours of labs I have left will be completed. That
caused a lot of stress. But when it comes down to me trying to do
anything, I got Daisy, my four-legged partner-in-crime. She is
there for me when I do schoolwork and whenever I need her,
though she gets bored during schooling so she passes out. Lol."
(Emily Ellis, Library Club President)

Emily Ellis' cat Daisy is
also asleep on the job.

"The switch-over has definitely been an adjustment! Considering I have never taken online
classes before, I am making an effort to ask any questions I may have, as I am continuing to
learn something new about the virtual experience everyday. Although this experience has
been uncharted territory for us all, I am still optimistic, and truly appreciate ALL of the
faculty and staff for working to keep us as updated, informed, and involved as possible!"
(Nia Lindsay, Chrisitan Fellowship Club President)

Brianna Price's sleepy
classmate Rocco.

"Adjusting to online classes during this quarantine, was a process.
But staying positive and motivated is what helped the most. I'm
trying to stick to my normal routine by staying busy. Most of my
time I am completing classwork and helping NSLS members
during this time as they go through the steps to become inducted
members. This was a big change for everyone, but if we just stay
strong we can overcome anything." (Brianna Price, NSLS
President)
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Do you have a story, photograph, or other item you'd like to pitch for the newsletter?
Contact Jennifer Roberts (jroberts2@yorktech.edu) with your idea!
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Get Connected!
Connect with York Tech on Social Media

@yorktech
LIKE - COMMENT - SHARE - ENGAGE

